Introduction 

Try to picture Memphis for a moment without the landmark White Station Tower and its overlooking brother, Clark Tower, along the East Memphis Poplar Corridor or a high-profile, pacesetting office development along Nonconnah Parkway. Imagining such scenes devoid of these trend-setting edifices is truly a difficult task because these and other prominent developments have become not only fixtures on the Memphis landscape, but also central locations for carrying out daily business in the city.

If these office buildings and campuses had not been constructed, one would be strained to believe that nearby developments would have arisen as they did. With vague exceptions, every venture the Clark family has undertaken has served not only as a successful enterprise in itself, but as a catalyst and magnet for others to follow with their own complementary developments.

From modest real estate beginnings, William B. Clark, Sr., the patriarch of the family and of the business, Clark & Clark, began what has successively grown into a real estate dynasty in Memphis. From homes to high-rises, Bill Clark unquestionably changed the landscape of Memphis and inspired others with his bold-faced dreams that became realities in case after case. In doing so, Clark & Clark paved the way for East Memphis’ commercial expansion. Many consider the firm as the pioneer responsible for the advent of suburban office development in Memphis. By all accounts, Bill Clark was an identifier of emerging market areas who acted upon his findings. He had a knack of foreseeing needs that he proceeded to fill – not in a premature manner, but with a right-on-time accuracy.

Bill Clark started in motion his family’s reputation as a builder, developer and entrepreneurial dynasty with an uncanny sense of timing and location that produced successes time after time against formidable odds.

The founder’s son, Buck Clark, followed suit as a creative individual who added his own personal elements in creating commercial properties. Buck’s twin sons, Ben and Nick, continue to advance the family tradition by casting their own visions and taking on new calculated risks that have more than produced their objectives. 

Decade after decade, the firm of Clark & Clark has shown ingenuity as a forerunner in areas where other real estate developers had hesitated to plant sizeable stakes as the same points in time. That’s chiefly because he and his progeny had the ability to accurately project future real estate needs and the wherewithal to act to fulfill them.  

This book will serve as a testimony of the degree to which the family is a family of firsts. The Memphis area is the beneficiary of these three generations of forward-thinking Clarks, who were willing to take chances with their own land and their own finances. They were people of firsts time after time – most often against odds. Odds of bankers…odds of naysayers…odds of places, perceptions and times.

Not a group to herald its own accomplishments, the Clark family has kept a relatively private profile, despite the very prominent real estate developments. This story chronicles their story and that of their company. It will showcase a business and its leaders who knew how to work hard, how to play hard, how to lead and how to invest in their community. Their collective accomplishments serve as a testament of their ability and their willingness to not only make their mark, but to help lead the way for others.

