Combined Building Talents

Infuse Distinctive Home Elements

Into Franklin’s Gates of Carlisle 

By David Yawn

Two respected Tennessee builders will bring a new business partnership and their collective residential talent and workmanship to the Nashville area market. Together, the alliance of River Birch Homes and Kevin Hyneman Companies will construct a new three-phase, traditional-styled neighborhood development of reasonably priced upscale homes in the Franklin area.

Working in league with developer James Carbine of Franklin, the Memphis-based builder team will export 43 years of collective expertise into this market. The Gates of Carlisle, set in Franklin’s newest subdivision off Highway 96, will exude the look of yesterday while featuring the modern conveniences of today. The homes will carry a continuity of style and have a 1920s look with large front porches. Most of the houses will have three bedrooms and three and a half baths. Sizes will range from 2,200 to 3,200 square feet.

Private courtyards, brick pavers in herringbone patterns and gaslights will be part of the look of this gated community. A 1.5-acre lake and 2.5 acre park with copper-topped gazebo are part of the common area amenities at the development.

The designs will be in keeping with the look and feel of historic Franklin. Thirty-seven narrow-lot homes and 56 custom homes are planned for The Gates of Carlisle altogether. The Memphis building team will be exclusive builders for the narrow lot-line homes and a primary builder for the custom home section. Price ranges will span from $285,000 to $350,000 with custom homes starting at $350,000.  Houses will be ready for sale in the spring.

Reggie Garner, president of River Birch Homes, has built a reputation for constructing some of the highest quality homes in the Mid South, winning numerous awards during the 25 years he has been in business. He has done this through specialized in-house staff, competitive pricing and a wide selection of floor plans.

His homes typically feature accents such as crown molding in the foyer, dining room and great room, an owner’s retreat, six-panel interior doors, Kwikset hardware, exterior stonework, hand-carved mantles, rapid recovery gas hot water heaters, double-paned windows with tilt-out sashes, walk-in wardrobe rooms with fluorescent lighting, and other features.

The team, which holds membership in the Home Builders Association at the local, state and national levels, also offers advanced services including site selection, architectural design, interior design. It additionally provides full-time warranty service representatives.

“We can arrange financing, keep the books, estimate the job, administer the project, and perform warranty work,” says Garner, a Builder of the Year Award winner in Memphis.

For example, the builders review the preliminary estimates with homebuyers, then work off of a full set of working drawings from which it sets a precise final estimate. Based on buyers’ plans and budgets, it offers suggestions to save costs or make modifications. Once final prices are formed, it enters into a purchase agreement and begins building the custom home.

 Kevin Hyneman, president of Kevin Hyneman Companies, Inc. started building 19 years ago and has extensive experience in joint-venture partnerships such as this one. He is a 1993 finalist for the Small Business of the Year award by the Memphis Business Journal. In the last 10 years, he has built and sold more than 3,000 houses with joint-venture partners, developed and sold over 1,000 lots to various builders in the Memphis area and has started a land development, home building and storage facility development division in the Atlanta area. 

“The financial strength of both companies together makes us a solid enterprise,” Hyneman says. “That adds long-term value to the development and to the homebuyers.”

“We started looking into the narrow-lot product and I had known Reggie for some time,” said James Carbine, partner with Carbine Development Co.  “He showed me a certain one in Germantown, and I told him ‘The only thing that would make it better would be to come to Franklin and build this product for me.’ “ He said the business association evolved after that and that he is very confident of the team’s expertise in this product. Carbine is well known for his Woodland Pointe property next to Percy Priest Lake and also for his Cheekwood neighborhood in Franklin.

River Birch has built over 2,500 homes in the Memphis and Nashville markets. 

Garner was named Builder of the Year in 1985 and again in 1993 by the Home Builders Association of Memphis. 

“We have found ways to save the buyers money through the relationship with our materials suppliers,” Garner says. “You get the price of a moderate house with the quality of a high-end home.

“We keep up with where the market is going through our participation in the Builder 20 group consisting of 20 national builders,” he adds. “We meet quarterly around the country and exchange ideas about what is working in various locations. We spend a lot of time going to other parades of homes in various cities.

“We are in the front of the trend and are offering something that people want and haven’t readily had in this market,” Garner says. “We are doing it all with the look and feel of what Franklin is and stands for.”
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